DECLARATION OF INSERT NAME
I declare based on my personal knowledge and understanding the following:
1. I am the principal in a business, INSERT BUSINESS NAME, if applicable, that imported and/or exported reptiles during calendar year 1999 and from January 1, 2015 – December 21, 2020.
2. In this capacity, I have personal knowledge that confidential information was contained in my reports to the United States Fish & Wildlife Service (“USFWS”) found on USFWS’ Form 3-177, entitled “Declaration for Importation or Exportation of Fish and Wildlife” (“Form 3-177”).  
3. I am submitting this Declaration in support of our claim that the specific information detailed below as found on Form 3-177 for calendar year 1999 and from January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2020, and stored on USFWS’ “Law Enforcement Management Information System” (the “LEMIS information”) constitutes trade secrets and commercial or financial information that is privileged or confidential and that is exempt from public disclosure and should not be released by USFWS in response to any Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) request, or otherwise, consistent with Exemption 4 of FOIA.
4. Our business imports and occasionally exports reptiles for sale to hobbyists, collectors, breeders, and zoological institutions, as well as other dealers, retailers, and directly to retail customers.  It is a highly competitive industry in which we rely on maintaining long term relationships with international sources which are cultivated over years – often sole source arrangements which require non-disclosure agreements and discretion.  Our community is collaborative but highly competitive and we maintain safeguards to protect our supply chain relationships as well as those with our clients and middlemen.  Release of information into the public domain regarding sourcing, pricing, and intermediary relationships would constitute a significant disruption to our business and a violation of long-held trade secrets and proprietary relationships which have been and are historically treated as confidential business information.
5. As a small business, our company does not have formalized processes like non-disclosure agreements with our employees or suppliers. However, as a general practice we take steps to protect confidential and proprietary information from customers, competitors, and the public. These steps can include, but are not limited to, limiting employee access to a ‘need to know’ basis, instructing employees to maintain confidentiality regarding sources and pricing, taking extra measures taken to protect and safeguard invoices, LEMIS data, sourcing, contract terms, etc., via password protected electronic databases or locked file cabinets and management offices. Employees and management are all aware of the sensitivity and the importance of protecting this information as confidential business data to maintain our competitiveness and supply chain integrity. 
6. The following listed categories of LEMIS information hereby identified as commercial or financial information that is “confidential” to our business and thus should not be released by USFWS, because the information is customarily treated by us and others in our industry as private; is not disclosed to the public; and is not routinely available to the public:  
· Carrier Name (Carrier used to import/export, i.e., airline, vessel, rail, etc.)
· Bonded Location of Wildlife (physical location where shipment is available for inspection)
· Importer/Exporter Business Name
· Importer/Exporter Last Name
· Importer/Exporter First Name
· Importer/Exporter Middle Name
· Importer/Exporter Address
· Importer/Exporter City
· Importer/Exporter State
· Importer/Exporter Zip
· Importer/Exporter Phone Number
· Importer/Exporter e-Mail Address
· Importer/Exporter ID Number (Identifier number for U.S. exporter or importer, i.e. DUNS Number, Customs account number, etc.)
· Importer/Exporter ID Type (Identifier type, i.e. DUNS, Customs account)
· Foreign Shipper/Receiver (FSR)
· FSR Business Name
· FSR Last Name
· FSR First Name FSR Middle Name
· FSR Address
· FSR City
· FSR Country
· FSR Phone Number
· FSR e-Mail Address
· FSR ID Number (Identifier number for foreign exporter or importer, i.e. DUNS Number, Customs account number, etc.)
· FSR ID Type (Identifier type, i.e. DUNS, Customs account)
· Customs Broker ID
· Broker Phone Number
· Broker Fax Number
· Broker e-Mail Address
· Broker Last Name
· Broker First Name
· Broker ID Number (Identifier number, i.e., DUNS number, Customs account number for the U.S. Customs Broker, Shipping Agent or Freight Forwarder)
· Broker ID Type (Type of identifier, i.e., DUNS, Customs account, for the U.S. Customs Broker, Shipping Agent or Freight Forwarder)
· For CITES (Foreign CITES Permit Number)
· US CITES (U.S. CITES Permit Number)
· Quantity
· Units
· Value (Total value of items containing wildlife)
· Origin
7. More specifically, each of the LEMIS information categories listed above is “confidential” because revealing this information would allow:
Competitors to access confidential information regarding sourcing, pricing and sensitive business relationships and contractual agreements.  Relationships with suppliers are cultivated over long periods of time and are treated as proprietary business relationships which are shielded from clients and the public.  Sourcing in our trade is considered a heavily guarded trade secret.  
Retail customers and buyers to view highly confidential price structures, wholesale costs and markups.  Allowing customers to view sources and pricing would disrupt the marketplace and incentivize buyers to reach around our business directly to our sources, thus undermining contractual arrangements and business confidential sourcing agreements.  Competitors would undercut our profit margins in an effort to lure clients away from our company.
Those intent on disrupting supply chains, such as radical animal rights organizations, that target and reveal confidential business relationships in an effort to intimidate suppliers, transporters, brokers, and others with aggressive pressure to break contractual agreements and refuse shipments or purchases.  In many cases suppliers and transporters are put in fear for the safety of their employees and places of business as a result of these terrorization tactics.
8. To the extent that USFWS released this LEMIS information in the past, it was without the knowledge or consent or myself or my business. 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed on: INSERT DATE, 2021


_____________________________________________________________
signature


_____________________________________________________________
printed name

